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CONFIDENTIAL ALGIERS 0178 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SS 

SUBJECT: SAHARAN REFUGEES: THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN 
REF: (A) 76 ALGIERS 2585, (B) ALGIERS 155 NOTAL 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT FRENCH TECHNICIANS DIEF AND 
SEGURO, RELEASED IN OCTOBER, 1976 AFTER TEN MONTHS AS 
PRISONERS OF POLISARIO (76 ALGIERS 2585), MADE FOLLOWING 
REMARKS IN STRICT CONFIDENCE TO FRENCH EMBASSY HERE: 

A. POLISARIO EXERCISES "VERITABLE TERROR" IN CAMPS. 

B. MANY REFUGEES WOULD LIKE TO RETURN TO SAHARA, 

BUT POLISARIO PREVENTS THEM FROM DOING SO. THOSE WHO 
TRY TO ESCAPE ARE KILLED. 

C. NUMBER OF REFUGEES IS ROUGHLY 20,000. THERE 
ARE SOME 1,000 POLISARIO GUERRILLAS. 
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D. SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF REFUGEES COME FROM 

AREAS OTHER THAN SAHARA, SUCH AS MALI (ALGIERS 155 NOTAL). 

E. AT ONE POINT DURING THEIR CAPTIVITY, DIEF AND 
SEGURO FEARED THEY WOULD BE EXECUTED. 

2. FOREGOING INFORMATION IS THIRD-HAND, AND WE NOT 
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IN POSITION TO SAY TO WHAT EXTENT ASSERTIONS BASED 
ON PERSONAL OBSERVATION BY DIEF AND SEGURO OR ON 
ACCOUNTS GIVEN THEM BY OTHERS IN CAMP. DIEF AND 
SEGURO PRESENT PICTURE OF POLISARIO OPERATIONS AND 
ORGANIZATION WHICH IS CERTAINLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT 
GIVEN IN RECENT ACCOUNTS BY OBSERVERS SEEING SITUATION 
AS GUESTS RATHER THAN PRISONERS. 

3. ON ONE HAND TEN MONTHS AS PRISONERS UNLIKELY TO 
ENCOURAGE POSITIVE VIEW OF POLISARIO CAUSE. ON OTHER 
HAND FRENCH AMBASSADOR STATES HE IMPRESSED BY 
BALANCE AND LUCIDITY OF THEIR OBSERVATIONS AND BY THEIR 
REMAINING INURED TO POLISARIO BRAINWASHING TACTICS; 

DIEF AND SEGURO CERTAINLY HAVE LONGER AND CLOSER 
EXPOSURE TO POLISARIO REALITIES THAN OTHER OBSERVERS. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO NUMBERS OF REFUGEES, ESTIMATES NOW 
RANGE BETWEEN DIEF'S AND SEGURO'S 20,000 AND 
ALGERIAN PRESS FIGURE OF 105,000; THESE NUMBERS 
PROBABLY SET RANGE WITHIN WHICH ONE CAN ONLY GUESS. 

WE QUESTION WHETHER POLIARIO WITH ONLY 1,000 COMBATANTS 
WOULD HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SUSTAIN PRESENT LEVEL OF 
OPERATIONS FOR AS LONG AS THEY HAVE, BUT WE NOT IN 
ANY POSITION TO PROVIDE DIFFERENT ESTIMATE.LYNE 
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